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make land grants to railroads and homesteaders, perfect coast surveys, ease
commerce between the States, resettle Indian tribes. The draft now Lad
stifier enforcement^ less resistance and evasion. Deserters met less mercy,
On the point of information service Grant now had the advantage of Lee.
Deserters each month by thousands, tired of short rations and hard fare in the
Confederate Army, crossed the picket lines, nightly expected and welcomed
by the Union forces. Always some of them would talk.
Now for the first time since the Confederate capital had been moved to
Richmond, Jefferson Davis asked his Vice-President Alexander Stephens to
meet him in conference. Also Davis called his Cabinet on the matter of scud-
ing commissioners to Lincoln to negotiate over peace. Stephens
the names of three commissioners. Davis agreed with one of the names, John
A. Campbell, Assistant Secretary of War and former United States Supreme
Court Justice, added R. M. T. Hunter, Senator and ex-Secretary of Slate,
and Stephens himself. These were all three *peace men* or 'submi&sionists'
rather than uncompromising last-ditchers.
The short, stubby, deep-chested man Ulysses S. Grant sat writing before an
open fire in a log cabin lighted by a sputtering kerosene lamp. Another short
man, at first shadowy and elusive to look at, having a wax-white face with
burning eyes, tie frail Alexander H. Stephens, sat watching Grant work,
No guards nor aides were around, noticed Stephens, who had expected more
show-off in the headquarters of the General in Chief of the United States
armies. The two men just naturally liked each other, they found out* It
easy for them to talk. Both were old Steve Douglas Democrats. Both
for peace soon. But peace how?
With his two fellow commissioners Stephens had coine to the Union Army
lines on the evening of January 29th, claiming that an understanding
with. General Grant to pass them on their way to Washington. Oa this
telegraphed to Washington, Lincoln at once sent Major Eckert of the war
telegraph office with written directions to let the commissioners in with safe-
conduct if they would say in writing that they were ready to talk peace on the
basis of peace for cour one common country*. Before Eckert arrived with his
message the commissioners applied by a written note to General Grant for
permission *to proceed to Washington to hold a conference with President
Lincoln upon the subject of the existing war, and with a view of ascertaining
upon what terms it may be terminated*.
On receiving their note to him at dusk of evening Grant at once telegraphed
it to Stanton and Lincoln. Lincoln decided he would not personally meet the
commissioners. Instead he sent Seward to meet them at Fortress Monroe*
giving Seward written instructions that he was to make known to them three